
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 14 August 2019] 

 p5496e-5497a 
Mrs Michelle Roberts 

 [1] 

ROAD SAFETY — DISTANCE OF DISTRACTION CAMPAIGN 

Statement by Minister for Road Safety 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Road Safety) [12.06 pm]: Last Sunday, 11 August, I launched 
the Road Safety Commission’s newest road safety campaign titled “Distance of Distraction”. This campaign 
concentrates on the issue of driver distraction and its consequences. It highlights that distracted driving is like 
driving blind. One advertisement shows that if a driver is distracted for just two seconds, at 60 kilometres an hour, 
that is the equivalent of driving blind for 33 metres or, as is graphically shown, 27-pram lengths. Another advertisement 
shows that at 100 kilometres an hour, a two-second distraction can result in a driver driving blind for 55 metres or 
35 fruit stands. 

Last year, 159 people were killed on our roads, with many more people seriously injured. Of those 159 deaths, 
nearly 20 per cent occurred in crashes where inattention was a factor. Unfortunately, too many drivers have not 
got the message on the dangers of using a mobile phone while driving. Last year, nearly 18 000 people were 
charged with a mobile phone offence. However, driver distraction can come in many forms, with mobile phone 
use just one cause. In one advertisement, the driver is distracted by getting a pair of sunglasses from the glove box. 
Drivers need to be focused on the road ahead and alert to the many actions that can lead to inattention. 

This campaign is funded by speed and red-light camera fines. It is a proud Western Australian production, which 
was conceived, written and produced locally with local talent. I commend the Road Safety Commission for this 
innovative campaign. I hope it will lead drivers in Western Australia to think about their driving and to recognise 
that even a brief moment of inattention could have lifelong consequences. 
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